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Muslim League accepted the scheme embodied in the state*
ment of the Cabinet Delegation and the Viceroy dated 16th
May, 1946, and explained by them in their statement dated
25th May, 1946. The scheme of the Cabinet Delegation fell
far short of the demand of the Muslim nation for the im*
mediate establishment of an independent and fully sovereign
state of Pakistan comprising the six Muslim provinces but the
Council accepted a Union Centre for ten years strictly can-
fined to three subjects, viz., defence, foreign affairs and com-
munications since the scheme laid down certain fundamentals
and safeguards and provided for the grouping separately of the
six Muslim provisoes in sections B and C for the purpose of
framing their provincial and group constitutions unfettered
by the Union in any way, and also with a view to ending the
Hindu-Muslim deadlock peacefully and accelerate the attain-
ment of freedom of the peoples of India.
In arriving at this decision, the Council was also greatly
influenced by the statement of the President, which he made
with the authority of the Viceroy, that the interim Govern-
ment, which was an integral part of the Mission's scheme,
was going to be formed on the basis of a formula, viz^ five
Muslim League, five Congress, one Sikh and one Indian
Christian or Anglo-Indian and the most important portfolios
to be distributed equally between the major parties, the
Muslim League and the-Congress, The Council authorised
their President to take such decision and action with regard
to further details of setting up the interim Government as
he deemed fit and proper. In that very resolution the
Council also reserved the right to modify and revise this
policy, if the course of events so required.
The British Government have committed a breach of faith
with the Muslim League in that the Cabinet Delegation and
the Viceroy went back on the original formula of 5 : 5 : 2 for
setting up of the interim Government to placate the Congress,
The Viceroy, having gone back on the original formula
upon the basis of which the Muslim Council came to their
decision on the 6th of June, suggested a new basis of 5:5:3
and after carrying on considerable negotiations with the
Congress and having failed, to get the Congress to agree
intimated to the parties on the 15th of June that he and the
Cabinet Delegation would issue their final statement with